Detroit Lions
2005

NFL Draft Board

NEEDS BY PQCSI Tl ON:
Quart er back:

Wth 2004 starter Joey Harrington the only likely returning
B fromlast year the Lions will likely pick up both a

vet eran backup and a rookie in the draft. The veteran wll
nost likely be Jeff Garcia of C eveland Browns because of his
history with head coach Steve Mariucci in San Franci sco.

O her veteran candi dates include Kurt Warner, Jon Kitna, and
Brad Johnson. |If the Lions do pick up a @ in the draft
don't expect themto pull the trigger until the 3rd or 4th
round at the earliest. Sone quarterbacks that may be
avai l able in those rounds include Kyle Oton of Purdue, Dan
Ol ovsky of Connecticut, Derek Anderson of Oregon State, and
Stefon Lefors of Louisville.

VWhat | woul d do:

Sign Jeff Garcia as both a backup and a nmentor for Joey
Harri ngt on because of his know edge of the system Draft
Stefon Lefors in the 4th or 5th round because of his quick
feet and pin point accuracy.

Runni ng Back:

Runni ng back is possibly the nost solid position on the Lions
roster. Wth 1000+ yard rooki e Kevin Jones breakthrough
second hal f | ast season he cones into the season poised to be
t he answer the Lions have been | ooking for at running back
since the departure of Barry Sanders. Artose Pinner and
Shawn Bryson are both capabl e backups. Cory Schl esi nger
remains a solid starter at full back.

VWhat | woul d do:

To use a bl ackj ack anal ogy; | would stand. No point on
hitti ng when you' ve found your new #20.



W de Recei ver:

Last years 7th overall pick Roy WIllians showed the Lions the
spark they had hoped for. Despite a couple nagging injuries
t hrough the season Roy put up good nunbers for a rookie and
made several highlight reel grabs. The hope is that Charles
Rogers, who's first two season were ended early by injuries,
will cone back and live up to his potential that nade himthe
2nd overall in the 2003 draft. The Lions stand to | ose Az
Hakim Reggie Swinton, and Tai Streets fromlast year's
roster and will need to find at | east two replacenents. Free
agent possibilities include Corey Bradford, Troy Edwards,
Andre King, and Curtis Conway. Expect the Lions to draft a
receiver for the third year in a row but not in the first
round again. Look to about round three for nanmes such as
Fred G bson of Georgia, Terrance Miurphy of Texas A&M Vi ncent
Jackson of N. Col orado, or Taylor Stubblefield or Purdue.

What | woul d do:

Through the draft and free agency add what ever tal ent
possi bl e but keep in mnd the team has bi gger holes at other
positions which need nore attention.

Ti ght End:

The Lions will look to resign veteran TE Stephen Al exander
who caught 41 passes |last year. Second year player Casey

Fi t zsi mmons dropped from 23 catches in his rookie canpaign to
just 10 in his sophonore season. The Lions hope to get

Fitzsi mmons back on track but could draft as TE as early as

t he 1st round.

VWhat | woul d do:

Get Al exander resigned and save the 1st round pick for a
safety then look for a TEin the 2nd or 3rd round. Alex Smth
of Stanford or Garrett Cross of California could be good

pi ckups in the 2nd round.

O f ensi ve Li ne:

Wth Center Dominic Raiola resigned the only project left is
the right tackle position. Stockar McDougle will likely Iand
somewhere el se so a replacenent for himw |l be needed at RT.
Expect the Lions to |look for that replacenent through free
agency and not in the draft.



VWhat | woul d do:

Continue the recent tradition of addressing offensive line
i ssues through free agency and not through the draft.

Def ensi ve Li ne:

The only major issue on the d-line is the end position.
Kal i mha Edwards has not |ived up to expectations and coul d be
replaced. H s replacenent could cone fromwi thin the

organi zation in the formof third year player Cory Reddi ng
who showed hints of good things |ast season in linited
action.

VWhat | woul d do:

G ve Reddi ng and Edwards one nore season to prove thensel ves
bef ore | ooki ng for replacenents.

Li nebacker:

The Lions are | oaded with young talent at all three

Li nebacker positions. Wth Boss Bailey returns from an
injury that kept himout the entire season to start al ong
Teddy Lehman and Janes Davis to form one of the youngest and
fastest LB cores in the | eague.

What | woul d do:
Along with there young trio the Lions also have the veteran

Earl Hol nes and second year player Alex Lewis to add depth.
No nore is needed at this position.

Cor ner back:

The last two off seasons the Lions have added tal ent at the
cornerback position with Dre Bly and Fernando Bryant. Chris
Cash, Andre Goodnan, Keith Smith, and Rod Babers are al
young, talented, and add great depth.

VWhat | woul d do:

Leave wel | enough alone. This group may not be the best in
the | eague but they certainly are adequate.



Saf ety:

The Lions have run through a series of veterans at the safety
position over the years trying to find a solution. Last
years attenpt was Brock Marion and again the Lions are

| ooking to i nprove the position

What | woul d do:
Three words: first round pick. The best safety in the draft

Thonmas Davis of Georgia should be there when the Lions pick
at nunber 10 overal |



